Marches Group – Long Distance Walkers Association

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE CIRCULAR

25 undisclosed miles, plus some 3650ft of ascent, within 10 hours

Saturday February 25th 2012

The SSC is different quite simply because every year, it offers a new route from a different starting point.

In particular, the route remains secret until the morning of the event. This much mused over mystery, coupled with the scenic and testing hill country of the Welsh Marches and the potential rigours of winter conditions, have combined to make the SSC a much-loved classic among upland challenge walks.

Where do we meet and how do we get there?

With the Housman Hundred now a hard but happy memory, we return home once again to Shropshire after our memorable trip last February into the nearby mountains of North Wales. For the SSC’s 30th Birthday, we’re going to meet in the fine village hall at Cleobury North. 

This is situated on the B4364, mid-way between Bridgnorth and Ludlow at SO 623 868.

The hall and adjacent football field offer ample space for car parking and motor homes can be parked over Friday night. For the second year running, there are free hot showers! 

What is the country like for this year’s SSC?

While the Clee Hills are certainly the highest in Shropshire, with some splendid open country, oddly enough they are among the least visited uplands in the county, despite being within sight of those ‘dark Satanic Mills’ in the West Midlands. While winter conditions can make for some entertaining excitement and interesting navigation, unless you do something seriously silly, like wandering across scree slopes on Titterstone Clee, or walking over the edge of old quarry workings, there are few places where you should come to any horrible harm!

Much of the route is on the Burwarton Estate and we very much appreciate the support and cooperation of Lord Boyne and the Tenant Farmers concerned.

What happens once you’re there and out on the route?

The village hall will open at 0645 for registration, a simple breakfast of buttered toast, jam, marmalade, tea/coffee and issue of the Route Description. This will be written for use with OS Explorer sheets 203 “Ludlow” and 217 “The Long Mynd”. It will give the grid reference of each checkpoint and provide an accurate guide to the best line between them so that you may use your map and compass with confidence. In addition to three outside serviced checkpoints, which will offer hot and cold drinks and snacks, there will be a number of self-clip passage control points. Please note that there is no short route this year. Those arriving at the third serviced checkpoint after a specific time will be sent directly to the Finish or taken back by car if they’re really late. There is no formal kit check on the SSC but you must wear or carry all of the items listed below, as a minimum requirement for your comfort and safety. You will be disqualified if you are subsequently found to be deficient in respect of any of these items.

There will be a short briefing at 0755 and a mass start for everyone at 0800.
A hot meal, endless tea and a fine certificate will greet your return to Cleobury North.

Entry details

The SSC is open to walkers and runners who will be 18 or over on the 25th February 2012.

Entries are strictly limited to 200 and everyone must have completed an official Entry Form. 

The Entry Fee is £8.00 for LDWA members and £12.00 for all others.

This covers breakfast, refreshments, rescue transport, a hot meal at the Finish and certificate.

There are no entries on the day and we regret that dogs cannot be brought on this event.

Clothing and Equipment

Walking boots or specialised event/fell running shoes, with sound well-studded soles

Complete body and leg covering (running shorts combined with orienteering tights are OK)

Wind and waterproof outer protection shell, comprising a jacket and over-trousers

Spare inner garment (such as a fleece jacket)             Hat and gloves             Survival bag

Emergency food and drink          Torch            Basic First Aid              Compass and whistle

OS Explorer sheets 203 “Ludlow” and 217 “The Long Mynd” at 1:25 000.                01-08-11
